Bronchioloalveolar carcinoma and the significance of invasion: predicting biologic behavior.
A resected adenocarcinoma illustrates challenges in diagnosing bronchioloalveolar carcinoma (BAC). Bronchioloalveolar carcinoma is defined by lack of invasion, something that may be difficult to assess in scars. Small (≤0.5 cm) invasive foci have little impact on the good prognosis associated with low-stage tumors. The term microinvasive adenocarcinoma or minimally invasive adenocarcinoma has been proposed for otherwise typical BACs and small invasive foci measuring 0.5 cm or less. Larger areas of invasion are associated with a more aggressive course and more reliably distinguish BAC from other variants of adenocarcinoma. Separating BAC from other forms of adenocarcinoma is important owing to differences in prognosis and emerging therapeutic strategies.